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SPORTS

Burlington-Edison
tops rival Bulldogs

Burlington-Edison 
guard Jake Anderson 
scored 14 fourth-quar-
ter points as the Tigers 
pulled away from the 
visiting Mount Vernon 
Bulldogs for a 47-40 
Northwest Conference 
victory Wednesday.  “It’s 
probably the loudest 
game I’ve ever played 
here,” Anderson said 
after the basketball game 
between the rival Skagit 
County high schools. 
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ENTERTAINMENT

Family, friends
remember Ledger

To many who saw 
Heath Ledger in the 
last months of his life, 
the actor appeared to 
be happy, healthy and 
excited — “in a great 
place,” in the words of 
one friend. Which only 
made his sudden end 
feel more tragic.
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WORLD

Bomber targets
Iraqi police officers

A suicide bomber 
killed an Iraqi police 
chief and two other offi-
cers after they toured 
the site of the wreckage 
of a blast a day earlier 
that devastated a pre-
dominantly Sunni neigh-
borhood in the volatile 
northern city of Mosul.
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RECREATION

It’s all about
the right wax

 Wax on, wax off. 
Hopefully you’ve put on 
the right wax, it stays on 
and it provides a smooth 
glide where needed and 
a solid grip when neces-
sary. That’s cross-country 
skiing in a nutshell.

PAGE C1

NEWSWATCH
Other top stories

Skagit Valley Herald

THIS IDEA WILL MAKE STARBUCKS DRINKERS PERK UP / PAGE TWO

POET LAUREATE

SKAGIT COUNTY NATIVE
IS A MAN OF HIS WORDS
APPLAUSE / D1

NEW GALLERY

SVC EXHIBIT TO FEATURE
ART OF JACOB LAWRENCE
APPLAUSE / D1

Skagit Valley Herald

Frank Varga / Skagit Valley Herald

A homeless man, who asked to remain anonymous, selects free clothing Wedenesday at The Gathering 
Church near downtown Mount Vernon. The church is one of several Skagit County locations used during the 
annual homeless count.

Skagit County 
homeless count
2005	 1,182
2006	 1,211
2007	 2,149

The count includes 
people temporarily 
living with family or 
friends

n SOURCE: State 
Department of Com-
munity, Trade and Eco-
nomic Development

MORE PEOPLE ARE HOMELESS
IN SKAGIT COUNTY, SURVEY FINDS

By FRANNY WHITE
Staff Writer

MOUNT VERNON — Kim Olander 
stood inside a cold church basement Wednes-
day and waited for the homeless to come.

Nearby was a stack of blank surveys that 
asked where respondents slept the previous 
night. Choices including a shelter, inside a 
car, at a friend’s house or outdoors were 
listed next to a row of empty boxes, waiting 
for someone to check them.

In the span of about an hour, just three 
people filled out surveys to participate in the 

county’s annual one-day homeless count at 
The Gathering Church in Mount Vernon. 

At the same time, volunteers fanned out 
throughout the county to visit the temporary 
shelters common to the homeless, including 
inexpensive motels, under bridges and in 
parked cars. Whoever they found was added 
to a tally that also included clients of local 
social service agencies, such as food banks 
and the Sea Mar health center.

Foot traffic may have been slow at The 
Gathering late Wednesday morning, but 

Annual tally has increased every year since 2005

See HOMELESSNESS, Page A6

Border guards
do nothing to stem
flow from Gaza
By SARAH EL DEEB 
and OMAR SINAN
Associated Press Writers

RAFAH, Gaza Strip — 
Egyptian border guards steered 
huge crowds of Palestinians 
streaming from Gaza to Egypt 

across a breached border for a 
second day today, but they did 
not try to halt the flow.

On Wednesday, Palestinian 
gunmen used land mines to 
blast down the border parti-
tion so Gazans could escape 
an Israeli closure imposed last 
week that was making food, 
fuel and other goods scarce. 
Tens of thousands of Gazans 
have rushed into Egypt without 

Palestinians continue
streaming into Egypt

See EGYPT, Page A6

City wants county
‘to get it right’
before signing on
By FRANNY WHITE
Staff Writer

S E D R O - W O O L L E Y 
— The City Council declined 
to vote on joining a proposed 
county-city solid-waste gov-
ernance board Wednesday 
night, saying too many ques-
tions remained unanswered.

The decision was met with 
frustrated sighs by Skagit 
County Commissioner Sharon 
Dillon, who orchestrated the 
governance board proposal 
and is Sedro-Woolley’s imme-
diate past mayor.

“I don’t think there’s a 
huge rush,” City Administra-
tor Eron Berg said before the 
council’s decision. “I think it’s 
important to get it right, and I 
think that’s possible.”

The county wants to cre-
ate a governance board that 
would oversee significant 
aspects of the countywide 
solid-waste system. Board 
membership would include 
the county and eight cities and 
towns, and their votes would 
be weighted according to their 
populations. Cities can only 
make suggestions right now 
through a municipalities com-
mittee, and the county is cur-
rently the only decisionmaker.

“Sharon, I understand what 
you’re trying to do, but there 
are some bugs that need to 
be worked out,” Councilman 
Louis Requa said.

The county’s ability to veto 
board decisions under the pro-
posal was a key concern for 
many council members. Under 
the proposal, the county could 
overrule a board decision if it 
would “jeopardize the long-
term viability of the system” 
or violate state law. County 
officials have said the veto is 
needed in part because state 
law requires counties to have 
full jurisdiction over solid-
waste programs.

Dillon said she didn’t think 
the county would ever use 
that veto power.

A specific concern for 
Requa and fellow Council-
man Dennis London was how 
any proposal to privatize the 
county’s waste handling facil-
ity system, which the county 
currently oversees, would be 
received under the proposed 

S-W council
puts off vote
on joining
waste board

See BOARD, Page A8

Khalil Hamra / AP

Egyptian riot police scuffle with Palestinians who crossed 
the border today between the Gaza Strip and Egypt. 

By ANDREW TAYLOR
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Demo-
cratic and Republican congres-
sional leaders reached a tenta-
tive deal today on tax rebates 
of $300 to $1,200 per house-
hold and business tax cuts to 
jolt the slumping economy.

Congressional officials 

close to the negotiations said 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
and Republican Leader John 
Boehner of Ohio reached 
agreement in principle in a 
telephone call this morning.

The officials, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said 
the two wanted key members 
of their parties to sign off on 
the approximately $150 billion 

accord before any announce-
ment.

The development came as 
the Bush administration, which 
also has been pushing for a 
deal, said agreement seemed 
imminent. “Our understand-
ing is there is no final deal yet 
but they are making progress,” 
presidential spokeswoman 
Dana Perino said early today.

Pelosi, D-Calif., agreed to 
drop increases in food stamp 
and unemployment benefits 
during a Wednesday meet-
ing in exchange for gain-
ing rebates of at least $300 
for almost everyone earning 
a paycheck, including low-
income earners who make too 
little to pay income taxes.

Pelosi, answering questions 

from reporters today after a 
speech in Washington, said, “I 
am not confirming anything.” 
But Pelosi added she would 
have something to say later.

Under the tentative plan, 
families with children would 
receive an additional $300 per 
child, subject to an overall cap 
of perhaps $1,200, according 
to a senior House aide who 
outlined the deal on condition 

A move to boost the economy
Lawmakers reach tentative deal on tax rebates, cuts in business taxes

See ECONOMY, Page A8
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Olander, a caseworker for the 
Skagit  County Community 
Action Agency, said many Skagi-
tonians don’t have a reliable roof 
over their heads.

“They’ll come in and sit in the 
(Community Action) office just 
to warm up,” she said. Olander 
uses such anecdotes to say home-
lessness is on the rise in Skagit 
County.

Community Action has coor-
dinated the local homeless count 
since 2005. That was the same 
year the Legislature passed the 
Homelessness Housing and 
Assistance Act, which set forth 
the goal of cutting homelessness 
in half by 2015. The annual count, 
which happens one day each Jan-
uary in each Washington county, 
is intended to help track progress 
toward that goal.

This is the fourth year that 
the count has been taken. In the 
last three, Skagit County’s num-
bers seem to indicate that the 
local problem is getting worse, 
not better. The first count mea-
sured 1,182 homeless people, 
while last year’s survey identi-
fied 2,149, according to the state 
Department of Community, 
Trade and Economic Develop-
ment (CTED). The local results 

include people who are tem-
porarily living with family or 
friends, who the federal govern-
ment does not classify as home-
less. Of 2007’s count, 940 people 
fit into that category.

The results for this year’s cen-
sus will be available sometime in 
April.

But Nick Mondau, who coordi-
nates CTED’s homeless informa-
tion system, doesn’t characterize 
the state’s homeless population 
as growing. 

“While the numbers are larger, 
we can’t say the problems are 
getting worse,” Mondau said. 
“But they’re not getting any bet-
ter.”

Statewide, there were 38 more 
homeless people counted in 
2007 than in 2006, a 0.4 percent 
increase. But Mondau’s supervi-
sor, Tedd Kelleher, said the num-
ber of homeless people per capita 
actually decreased by 1.6 percent 
in that same time frame. Kelleher 
wants to see another year’s worth 
of data before saying whether 
progress has been made.

“If we make real progress, 
you’ll see it in the numbers,” 
Kelleher said. “Anything less 
than 5 percent isn’t real progress 
to me.”

The state’s 2007 report on 
homelessness attributes last 

year’s small statewide increase 
to expanded count efforts. Olan-
der says the Skagit count’s effec-
tiveness has improved. More 
volunteers, a better idea of 
where to look for the homeless 
and the continued involvement 
of different social service agen-
cies make the local count more 
reflective of reality. But Olan-
der still believes there are more 
people here without a home to 
call their own.

One of those people is Scott 
Etherington, who chatted with 
count volunteers about Wednes-
day’s 20-degree weather after fill-
ing out a survey. Etherington said 
he was working a $30-an-hour 
job at Boeing when he quit in 
2001, sold his house and decided 
to live a more simplistic life. 

He’s been bouncing around 
ever since and has lived at the 
Friendship House shelter in 
Mount Vernon for six months. 
When asked whether he thinks 
homelessness is increasing, 
Etherington shrugged.

“The poor will be with you 
always,” he said. “It’s not a bunch 
of bums; it’s just a painful statis-
tic.”

n Franny White can be reached at 
360-416-2148 or fwhite@skagit 
valleyherald.com.

Homelessness: ‘It’s just a painful statistic’
Continued from Page A1

any border controls.
On the frontier, guards patrolled 

access roads while helmeted police with 
sniffer dogs used batons to beat the 
hoods of private cars and pickup trucks 
that massed at the border, trying to stop 
them from carrying Palestinians further 
into Egyptian territory.

Egyptian officials said the border 
would eventually “return to normal.”

In the past two days, Gazans stocked 
up on supplies in Egypt, including 
cement, fuel, cigarettes and other sta-
ples.

In response, Israel stopped emer-
gency shipments of industrial diesel 
fuel, arguing that Gazans could now get 
those supplies from Egypt. However, 
Palestinian officials said Gaza’s power 
plant would shut down Sunday for the 
second time in a week if fuel shipments 
do not resume.

The border breach effectively ended 
Israel’s tight blockade of Gaza imposed 
in response to a spike in rocket attacks 
on Israeli border towns.

Some Palestinian travelers in the 
Egyptian town of El Arish, about 16 
miles from the border, said they were 
told by local police they should start 
making their way back if they had no 

urgent business in the city, signaling that 
authorities were trying to start resealing 
of the border.

Gazans had hoped the temporary 
border opening would become perma-
nent. Both Egypt and Israel had restrict-
ed the movement of people and goods 
in and out of Gaza after Hamas won 
parliament elections in 2006 and fur-
ther tightened the closure after Hamas 
seized control of the area by force.

“The Egyptians started doing good 
deeds by letting us in. For God’s sake, 
why don’t they keep allowing us to pass 
through?” said Mohammed Abu Amra, 
a Palestinian walking across the border 
on crutches. “Everyone is rushing into 
Egypt before they seal it off.”

Israeli Deputy Defense Minister 
Matan Vilnai, meanwhile, caused a stir 
when he said Israel gradually wants to 
relinquish responsibility for Gaza now 
that its border with Egypt has been 
blown open.

Israeli Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Arye Mekel struck a similar tone, say-
ing that once Gazans are getting sup-
plies from elsewhere, there is less need 
for Israel to provide for them.

Privately, Israeli officials said the 
border breach could pave the way for 
increasingly disconnecting from the ter-
ritory.

Egypt: Breach ends Israeli
blockade imposed on Gaza
Continued from Page A1

Obituaries

Obituaries are written by families and funeral 
homes and submitted to the Skagit Valley Her-
ald Classified Advertising Department, (360) 
424-4567; classified@skagitvalleyherald.com
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IN LOVING MEMORY  
OF KATHLEEN D.  

MOORE
September 8 1956 -

January 24, 2007

It has been a year since you  
left us. Our hearts are so  
lonely without you. But when  
we saw you sleeping without  
the pain you had to live with  
for so long, we couldn't wish  
you back with us again. You  
gave us so much and you are  
the most spiritual person we  
have ever known. We love  
you, my dear daughter. 

Mom, Siloam, Selena, 
Karen, Crystal, Vicki & Jim

MICHAEL L. 
PADGETT

Michael L. Padgett, 52, of  
Marysville, CA passed away  
on December 18th, 2007 in  
Marysville, CA. Mike was  
born and raised in Anacortes,  
WA.

Survivors include his daugh- 
ter, Holly Diaz; unborn  
granddaughter, Ruby Diaz;  
brother David Padgett all of  
WA; his mother, Erma Pad- 
gett; three sisters,  Judith  
Pitts, Cindy Peacemaker,  and  
Bobbi Bungo; three brothers,  
Dan Padgett, Bill Padgett all  
of CA, and Robert Padgett of  
Virginia.

He was preceded in death  
by his father, Lewis Padgett  
of CA; and a sister, Glenda  
Mackenzie of WA.

Donations can be made to  
the Diabetes Association or  
to Holly Diaz c/o Washington  
Mutual Bank for Ruby Diaz.

SERVICE
ANNOUNCEMENT
STERLING "BUD"

YOUNG

Bud's Fir Island fishing  
friends would like to invite  
friends and family to attend a  
gathering at Son's of Norway  
Hall in Conway on January  
26th, from 1 until 4. It's a pot- 
luck so bring food and sto- 
ries.

ARTHUR E. 
DEDOLPH

Art passed away January 19,  
2008 at Northwest Hospital in  
Seattle, WA. 

Full obituary and service an- 
nouncement will be noted at a  
later date.

ADA MAY HUNTER

Ada May Hunter, 89, of Se-
dro-Woolley passed away on 
Monday January 21, 2008 in 
Mount Vernon following a 
short illness.  She was born 
on September 23, 1918 at the 
family home in Maple Grove 
on Camano Island.  She was 
the eldest of three girls born 
to Charles Morris and Iola 
Alidous (Youngblood) Brown.  
Ada had one older brother.

	 She graduated from Stan-
wood High School in 1936 and 
she and her youngest sister 
went to beauty school in Seat-
tle.  Ada learned how to cook, 
along with her sisters, from 
her mother, and how to wait-
ress and make baked goods at 
the Liberty Cafe and Bakery 
in Stanwood.  That training 
helped begin her career as a 
cook and waitress.

When she got tired of doing 
finger nails and putting rollers 
in, she changed her goals and 
went into food service.  While 
working at a restaurant in Se-
attle, she met her first husband, 
Jess.  Ada also introduced her 
youngest sister to his brother, 
Nathan.  Upon marrying Jess, 
she became a stepmom to his 
two sons, Dennis "Denny" and 
Gary.  Together, they had one 
more son, Don.

	 Ada was a member of the 

Retail Clerks Union, Culinary 
Beverage Workers Union and 
a member of the Women of the 
Moose, Mount Vernon Chap-
ter #383 for over 60 years.  She 
held many offices during that 
time including Senior Regent.  
In 1952, she was able to attend 
Mooseheart and Moosehaven 
in Chicago and was forever in-
spired to continue helping with 
their charities.

	 Ada met her second hus-
band at the Moose Lodge in 
Mount Vernon and said it was 
love at first sight.  She married 
Grant Hunter in September, 
1952 and set up house in Mount 
Vernon.  In 1955 they moved 
to Sedro-Woolley which has 
been their home ever since.

	 She enjoyed hunting, fish-
ing, clam digging, camping and 
retirement traveling to Ari-
zona during the winter.  She 
had many hobbies, but said 

making handcrafts of all kinds 
was her favorite.  In later years, 
she would sell her craft items 
at various craft fairs held in the 
area.

	 During her working years, 
Ada worked as a clerk a Buh-
ler's Rexall Drug in Sedro-
Woolley, and spent most of her 
years as a cook or waitress at 
various restaurants including: 
The Knotty Pine, Fahleen's 
Restaurant (now the Buzz Inn 
next to UGH), United General 
Hospital, Mount Vernon Elk's 
Lodge, Max Dale's original 
hamburger stand on Riverside 
Dr, and Max Dale's original 
full service restaurant that was 
destroyed by fire.  She also 
owned and operated two of 
her own restaurants: The Riv-
erside Drive Cafe just south of 
the Town and Country Motel, 
and Hunter's Dairy Bar in Se-
dro-Woolley.  She followed 

one rule during her years as a 
waitress and cook: "When you 
serve people food, it should 
always look and taste good."  
Hers always did.  If you were 
ever at her home and left hun-
gry, it was your fault!

	 Ada is survived by her son, 
Don (and wife Marty) Hunter 
of Sedro-Woolley; her sister, 
Jessie McKay of Burlington; 
her stepson, Gary (and wife 
Terry) Ogdon of Mount Ver-
non; her ten grandchildren, 
Russell William and Lisa 
Hunter, Deborah and Russell 
Leatherman of Marysville, 
LeeAnn and Joel Brown, Toni 
and Courtney Floyd of The 
Dalles, OR, and Mike and 
Carrie Allton of Westport, 
WA; ten great-grandchildren, 
Madeline "Maddy" Hunter, 
Devin and Cameron "C.J." 
Leatherman, Maverick Levi 
Brown, Kelsey, Nathan, Shane 

and Calvin Floyd, Elizabeth 
and Zachery Allton; as well as 
numerous nieces, nephews and 
other relatives.

	 Funeral services will be held 
on Saturday, January 26, 2008 
at 2:00 p.m. at Kern Funeral 
Home with Pastor Bob Weltz, 
officiating.  Burial will follow 
at Anderson Cemetery in Stan-
wood.  A reception will be held 
at the Moose Lodge, Mount 
Vernon.  

In lieu of flowers, Ada re-
quested that a donation be 
made to The Women of the 
Moose, Chapter #383, 813 S 
1st St, Mount Vernon, WA 
98273 to help with the charities 
they sponsor including college 
scholarships.

	 You may share your memo-
ries of Ada, and sign her online 
guest register at www.kernfu-
neralhome.com  Arrangements 
are under the care of Kern Fu-
neral Home.

EARL E. CAMMOCK, 
M.D.

Dr. Earl Elarth Cammock 
passed away at home on Janu-
ary 20, 2008 following a brief 
struggle with cancer.  

He was born January 18, 1926 
in Sheridan, Wyoming, the son 
of Earl Cammock and Ruth 
Elarth Cammock.  Earl grew 
up in Hardin, Montana and 
graduated from Hardin High 
School in 1944.  From 1944-
1946 Earl served in the U.S. 
Army in the Philippines and 
Japan and was with the first 
troops entering the Hiroshima 
area shortly after the atomic 
bomb was dropped.

After his discharge from the 
Army, Earl attended the Uni-
versity of Minnesota for both 
undergraduate and medical 
school, graduating magna cum 
laude in 1953.  He served an in-
ternship with the King County 
Hospital System in Seattle 
from 1953-1954, followed by a 
general practice residency at 
Sacramento County Hospital 
in California.  Earl then en-
tered the Surgical Residency 
Program at the University of 
Washington Medical school 
where he earned a Master's 
Degree in Science, became a 
Diplomate of the American 
Board of Surgery and worked 
for two years in research.  He 
served as a Clinical Assistant 
Professor in the Department of 
Surgery and held that position 
until shortly before he passed 
away.

In 1960 Earl married Iris Nor-
dman, and the couple moved to 
Mount Vernon in 1962 where 
Earl began his private prac-
tice in Dr. George Boynton's 
building on South 3rd Street.  
One of the first specialists to 
come to the Skagit Valley, Earl 
initially served all three area 
hospitals.  In 1972 he moved 
his office to its longtime loca-
tion near Skagit Valley Hos-
pital where he served as Chief 
of Surgery and subsequently 
Chief of Staff.  In 1997 Earl 
retired from private practice 
but began to work on staff at 
the Boeing Medical Clinic in 
Everett, a position he enjoyed 
for many years.

Earl was a longtime member 

of the Mount Vernon Rotary 
Club.  He served as a Cub Scout 
troop master and was also a 
vice-president of the Camp 
Lutherwood Board of Direc-
tors.  He and Iris were faithful 
members of Salem Lutheran 
Church, where Earl sang in the 
choir and served as the first lay 
president of the Church Coun-
cil.  Earl was a member of sev-
eral state and national organi-
zations including the American 
College of Surgeons and the 
Phi beta Kappa academic hon-
orary and Sigma Xi scientific 
honorary societies.  He also 
served on the Board of Direc-
tors  of the American Cancer 
Society.  Along with Fred Dar-
vill he coauthored a book on 
Mountaineering Medicine.  He 
also published numerous arti-
cles in medical journals.

Earl was well-known for his 
love of classical music and 
gardening, especially growing 
greenhouse orchids.  He also 
enjoyed hiking and mountain 
climbing and was a member of 
the Seattle Mountaineers.  He 
was a man of honor, integrity 
and faith and will be deeply 
missed.

Earl was preceded in death by 
his parents and by Iris, his wife 
of 44 years.  He is survived by 
his children:  son Chris and his 
wife Shaun, and their daughter 
Jaycy, all of Mount Vernon; 
daughter Caryn and her hus-
band Brian Rudd, and their 
daughter Siri, of Issaquah, WA; 
son Craig and his wife Carrie, 
of Bow, WA.  Earl is also sur-
vived by his sister Charlotte 
Fenlon and her husband  Da-
vid, of Carson City NV, as well 
as her children, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren.

Visitation will take place on 
Friday, January 25, 2008 from 
10 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. at Kern's 
Funeral Home, 1122 S. 3rd 
Street, Mount Vernon.A public 
graveside service will take place 
Saturday, January 26, 2008 at 
10 am at the 100F Cemetery in 
Mount Vernon, followed by a 
memorial service at 11:00 a.m. 
at Salem Lutheran Church.

Memorials may be given to 
the Salem Lutheran Church 
Memorial Fund, 2529 N. La 
Venture Road, Mount Vernon, 
WA  98273;  Camp Luther-
wood, 1185 Roy Road, Belling-
ham, WA  98229; Holden Vil-
lage Contributions, HCO Box 
2, Chelan, WA 98816; or the 
University of Minnesota Medi-
cal Foundation, P.O. Box 6400. 
St. Paul, MN 55164.

An online memorial is avail-
able at www.kernfuneralhome.
com.

BERNITA ELLEN 
SEDENKO

Bernita Ellen Sedenko, 84  
of Mount Vernon, Washing- 
ton, formerly of Orcas Island,  
died on Wednesday, Decem- 
ber 26, 2007 at Mount Vernon  
Life Care Center.

She was born on August 29,  
1923 in Ripon, California, the  
daughter of Issac and Caro- 
line (Covey) Richey.  Bernita  
was raised and received her  
schooling in Ripon, graduat- 
ing from Ripon High School  
in 1941.  

Bernita met and later mar- 
ried Max Sedenko in San Ra- 
fael, CA in 1943.  The couple  
moved to North Dakota, Min- 
nesota, and later to Ukiah,  
CA where they raised their  
family.  

In 1975 Max and Bernita  
moved to Orcas Island.  Ber- 
nita was very active in the  
PTA and many school ac- 
tivities with her children.  She  
enjoyed walking, cooking,  
and was very involved in her  
church.  She was a member of  
the Lutheran Church in the  
San Juans and Orcas Island  
Historical Society.  Bernita  
was so proud of her family  
and that was one of her great- 
est joys in life.  

Bernita was preceded in  
death by her husband, Max;  
son, Jerry; granddaughter,  
Holly; and brother, Robert.   
She is survived by her son and  
daughter-in-law, Michael and  
Carolyn Sedenko of Bakers- 
field, CA; grandchildren, Jef- 
frey Sedenko and Julie Davis;   
great grandchildren,  Austin,  
Dylan, Katie, Nicole; and  
brother, James Richey of  
Fairfield, CA.  

A memorial service will be  
held at 2:00 pm Saturday,  
February 2, 2008 at the Lu- 
theran Church in the San  
Juans in Eastsound, Orcas Is- 
land with Pastor John Lind- 
say officiating.

Memorials may be made in  
Bernita's name to the Luther- 
an Church in the San Juans,  
P.O. Box 2535, Friday Har- 
bor, WA  98250.  

Arrangements are in the  
care of Evans Funeral Chapel  
and Crematory, Inc., Ana- 
cortes, WA and San Juan Is- 
lands.

To share memories of Ber- 
nita please sign the online  
guest register at www.evans- 
chapel.com.

LEA McMILLAN 
DIACOS

Lea McMillan Diacos, 88, a  
lifetime resident of Skagit  
Valley, passed away peaceful- 
ly at her home on Friday,  
January 18, 2008.  

She was born on August 14,  
1919, the daughter of George  
and Lillian Cowgill McMillan.   
Lea was raised in La Conner,  
graduating from La Conner  
High School.  She then went  
on to Western Washington  
University and graduated  
with a teaching certificate.

She taught school in Ana- 
cortes before moving to Ha- 
waii.  In the 1980's she moved  
back to La Conner where she  
has resided since.  Lea had a  
great interest in the La Con- 
ner Alumni Association.

She is survived by a cousin  
and her husband, Jean and  
Dick Jackson of La Conner  
and their children, Ted Jack- 
son of La Conner, Sandra and  
her husband Chuck Bessner  
of Bothell, Larry Jackson of  
Long Beach, CA.  She was  
preceded in death by her par- 
ents.

Suggested memorials are La  
Conner High School Alumni  
Association, C/O La Conner  
High School, P.O. Box 969,  
La Conner, WA  98257 or La  
Conner Volunteer Fire De- 
partment, P.O. Box 581, La  
Conner, WA  98257.

A memorial service will be  
announced at a later date.   
Arrangements are under the  
care of Kern Funeral Home  
of Mount Vernon.

A. MARVIN LARSON

A. Marvin Larson, age 93, of  
Marysville, died January 22,  
2008.  

He was born October 22,  
1914 on Camano Island, the  
youngest of 7 children born to  
Iver and Anna Larson, who  
migrated here from Norway.

Marvin followed the sea for  
many years as a commercial  
fisherman, owning his own  
boat in Alaska.  In later years,  
he was an engineer for New  
England Fish Co. and Ocean  
Beauty Packers in Bristol  
Bay, Alaska.  He also had a  
T.V. sales and repair business  
in North Marysville for 20  
years.  In later years, he was a  
watchman at Miller Shingle  
Co in Granite Falls.

In 1943 he married Vivian  
Baumgardner, and they were  
married 52 years, before her  
passing in 1995.  They had  
one son Kevin Larson, of Ma- 
rysville; grandsons Kevin Jr.,  
Joseph and Alexander.

He married Jewell Parrett in  
1997 and has 2 step-children  
Mark and Joanna; and grand- 
sons, Brody, Caleb and Con- 
ner, and many friends.

A Graveside Committal  
Service will be held at  
11:00am, on Saturday, Janu- 
ary 26, 2008 at Hawthorne  
Memorial Park, 1825 E. Col- 
lege Way, Mount Vernon,  
WA.  

Arrangements are under the  
care of Hawthorne Funeral  
Home and Crematory, Mount  
Vernon.

MARIE H. YAUN

Marie was born to John &  
Helen Kiseling Kirchner on  
November 27, 1918 and  
passed away on January 8,  
2008. 

She was a retired office  
manager of C. Yaun Sr. & Jr.  
Plumbing & Heating in Liber- 
ty, New York. 

She is survived by Thomas  
Yaun (Barbara) of Stanwood,  
Charles Yaun (Joann), Nancy  
Menges (Ron), Stacey Yaun  
(Rose) of Liberty, Linda  
Webb (Wilbur) of Syracuse,  
Deming Yaun (Ginny) of  
Beacon and Chris (George)  
Crary of Sparrowbush; fifteen  
grandchildren: Taunya  
Clarke, Kristopher Yaun,  
Keith Menges, Kathy DeNa- 
ro, Jeffrey, Jennifer & Jessie  
Yaun, Thomas, George &  
Kami Crary, Adam & An- 
drew Yaun, Carl, Justin &  
Cody Yaun; eleven great- 
grandchildren: Anne & Stuart  
Clarke, Charlize Yaun,  
Amanda & Tiffany DeNaro,  
Kendall Menges, Charley  
Yaun, Mark Bertram, Aiden  
& Rachel Yaun & Brandon  
Lewis. 

Marie was predeceased by  
her husband Charles Yaun;  
three brothers and one sister. 

Funeral services were held  
on Friday, January 11, 2008 in  
White Surphur Springs, New  
York. Burial was in Laurel  
Hill Cemetery.
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